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SYL Project complements UNIDO’s inputs to development of veterinary services 

During 3 and 4 October 2022, the Scientific Project Manager of the “Capacity building to the 
Mongolian vegetable tanned yak leather on bio-leather and bio-leather products” project - 
Sustainable Yak Leather (SYL) project - Mr. Ian Leach, was requested by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) to participate in a roundtable meeting on the 
“Implementation of the Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) Evaluation”. The event was 
organized by the General Agency for Veterinary Services (GAVS) and supported by the World 
Organization for Animal Health (WOAH, formerly OIE).  

During the meeting, the Scientific Project Manager was invited to talk about some of UNIDO’s work 
related to improved utilization of livestock products and by-products; which provided an opportunity 
to provide a brief introduction to the SYL project.   

Participants of the meeting – mainly senior veterinarians and Provincial Veterinary Officers (PVOs) 
– were particularly interested to learn about the SYL project’s plans for training; on: Animal 
Husbandry, Hides Production, and Hides Processing and Trading. Veterinarians are often involved 
in many of these procedures; which have implications to animal (and human) health. The Scientific 
Project Manager met with the PVOs of the four project-targeted provinces, to provide them with 
more information about the SYL project.  

During the meeting, a number of participants highlighted outbreaks of lumpy skin disease (LSD) in 
the country. The practical implications of the disease are described in Briefing; Lumpy Skin Disease 
(in the Material menu of the project website https://www.sustainableyakleather.eu/).  

For further information about SWITCH-Asia Grants Programme, please visit www.switch-asia.eu 
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