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Press Release #32
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Successful Completion of the SYL Project Closing Conference
On November 5th, 2025 was held the Closing Conference, organized by the Mongolian National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MNCCI), in cooperation with the leader of the Consortium European Profiles S.A., under the Project ‘Capacity building to the Mongolian vegetable tanned yak leather cluster on bio-leather and bio-leather products’ (SYL Project) funded by the EU, within the framework of the SWITCH-Asia Grants Programme.
During the conference, were presented the project’s major achievements, including: i) strengthening skills and technical know-how across Mongolian leather producers, processors, and designers; ii) transfer of European best practices on vegetable tanning, bio-leather processing, and sustainable supply chain management; iii) development of a comprehensive booklet on yak leather production, manufacturing, and product innovation; iv) delivery of training programmes, technical workshops, study visits, and tailored mentoring for SMEs across the leather value chain; v) promotion of green certification pathways, including Leather Working Group (LWG) guidelines and OEKO-TEX compliance; vi) preparation of a Guide on Green Financing Opportunities, and other. 
The conference, which was held at the MNCCI Grand Hall in Ulaanbaatar, gathered representatives from the European Union Delegation to Mongolia, the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry, the Mongolian Association of Leather Industry (MALI), and partner organisations from Greece and Spain, to showcase the project’s achievements and explore pathways for sustainable growth within Mongolia’s leather sector. Additionally, present were members of the Vegetable Tanned Yak Leather Cluster, traders, and merchants supplying yak hides, herders engaged in livestock yak production, and other leather MSMEs – MALI members. 
In conclusion, the discussions focused on ensuring that the achievements of the SYL Project continue beyond the project timeline, given that the project has laid the groundwork for a stronger, greener, and more globally competitive Mongolian yak leather sector. By connecting traditional craftsmanship with modern sustainable production standards, Mongolia is well-positioned to capture niche international markets while supporting environmentally responsible economic development.
The "Capacity building to the Mongolian vegetable tanned yak leather on bio-leather and bio-leather products" project - Sustainable Yak Leather (SYL) project - is funded by the EU, within the framework of the SWITCH-Asia Grants Programme. 
For further information about SWITCH-Asia Grants Programme, please visit www.switch-asia.eu
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